
English III 
Day 1 

 

Standard(s) 
 

RI.8.1 Determine the figurative, connotative, or technical meanings of words 
and phrases; analyze how an author uses and refines words and phrases over 
the course of a text. 
 

Learning 
Targets/I Can 
Statements 

RI.8.1 I can determine the technical meanings of words and phrases. 
 
RI.8.1 I can analyze how an author uses words and phrases throughout a piece 
of text.  
 

Essential 
Question(s) 

How does an author use words and phrases to affect how we feel about a 
topic?  

Resources  “Your Most Urgent Questions about the New Coronavirus,” Newsela article 

 https://newsela.com/read/lib-coronavirus-questions/id/2001005032/ 

 Word/Phrase Estimation Chart 

Learning 
Activities or 
Experiences 

Connection: 
 
The United States and other countries are being gripped as fears of the 
coronavirus run rampant.  Increases in coronavirus deaths, cancelations of 
public events, quarantines, and school closings are some of the effects of this 
virus sweeping the globe, but what is the coronavirus?  How does it affect me?  
Are members of my family at risk?  How can I prevent it?  Is there a cure?   
 
Why is it important to understand how this virus is affecting people around the 
world, and how does the author of this article use language, meaning and 
technical terms to inform readers and affect the tone of the text? 
 
Review: 

 Read “Your Most Urgent Questions about the New Coronavirus” 

 Use the “Word/Phrase Estimation Chart” to record word or phrases the 
author uses to influence your feelings/understanding or words that are 
new to you. 

 
Application: 

 Respond to the following questions on the “Application/Closure” Sheet: 
o How has reading this article changed or confirmed your 

understanding of the coronavirus outbreak? 
o What new learning do you have as a result of reading the 

article? 
o How did the author’s use of words and phrases impact your 

feelings or understanding?  Which words made the largest 
impact on your thinking?  Why? 

 
 

https://newsela.com/read/lib-coronavirus-questions/id/2001005032/


 
Closure:  
 
As you reflect on what you have learned, what do you think are the most 
important ideas the author attempted to communicate?  Why? 
 
How would might you share what you have learned with others?   
 
 
 

 

 


